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| NTERATI ON ZERO
CHAPTER ONE

Jamal W. Hankins
Eyes adjusting to the dim red and blue I ighting
on shaky |l egs, naked and shivering. She steadied

deep sl eep receded from her mind.

She stood amongst a row of occupied stasis char

and out of the towering machines |iterally hummi ng
caramel skin, dewy in the misty air. She took a de
felt...refreshed.
"Name?" A female's voice echoed through the 71 0c
Cameron snapped to attention, stiff with hands

Function?

"Commander and Pilot."

Il teration?"

"Zero." She raised her chin proudly.

That was something not many Geni esys difgminfyi aan c

hi ghlight&durCiageemmenss but al so how deadly she was.
There was an abrupt rasp of static, then sil enct
"What did you dream about?" A male's voice 1 evVe

Cameron's features hardened at her Master's que

"Excellent. Get ready. "
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sions thggt woulid sbe suipfiiskgly

her anxiously with vibran

many bej pggywoulsfa hbfiopako ac!
atelyn, cwam sha®@ye she. would hay

it at al |, of cour se. | t real
was what she was made for, b
f mi s s iCoanrse,r oann dnefto rt hree acsoounr ss el

e ( uSet sr4d itkoep -Sayasst achne cvointi n ga neoa cew

d. woul d take her team to a
Human space. She worked t

or to her armory slid open wi
Warp Jump to get her mind

e |l ooked over her shoul der t «

_ on her territory.

ring,; Mi yakol4, an Asian f em:

nde andAspilnk thaei ra itntion ga absun
Lat iom ewd neaunc,h ewldi thhe rs hsohritp sbhua g
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~great importance for her
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Reasons had be,t tselre bfercodvaweeddgbooddo most; al so,

Just behind her, to the I'#Mbtnand, rightesVyr A6 g

Mi yakol4d manned their stahiphs comt Bgssmal | cockpi
amongst |it screens and blinking | ights.
Cameron nodded. " Ant ho
" Mi y@kaomer on | eaned toward her . _
"How are my favorite G
"Scanners, communicatiyons, bpemapwd s iywamyp' raen da lsdu t
Al are green. " fire. ™
"Vyra." “"Are we ever thrown an
) retorted.
"Weapons, shi-mtedsurasdarceualkeeo
green. " He chuckled. "No, | gu

"Good. Signal us ready.

Cameron cleared her th
"Yes, Commander." Vyra6 acknowl edged.
|l eaving silence in her wa
Cameron's gaze driftedwﬁgpmshghec%pggpbﬁ ouUht ht
endl ess depths of space just on the other side of
) , ) “"That's coming UP’ Cam
cockpits thick reinforced gl ass. Dar kness ar
one. "
her, specHhlredkwi toi piimght.
_ _ "Knight?" Vyra6 excl ai
A |ifetime ago, she gave up on wondéring what
betrayed her normally coo
was out there. What was the point? She went where
was sent, did what she was Tbokedcothentwbetamachkddi
stasis until ®hehonesxiterteidme rNsebveepwa i ¢ powers Camer

straying fr @am bteheant hpeart hl,irfeed af otri ntgh ef rpoans ther subord
ni neeyen ydaseenShe much bkd avtelenandhewmer Wwyra and Mi
little | ife, al | by desi wnté&®dhéhknewSgaad ™Mhsestugh. i!

getdinedundant, to say t he&almeawotn, oirt Amd shomlyat Sshtee ¢



their...sur @rilsiek,e btuhte ns heex pdrildsis e aige d 2" Vyr a6 ques

~her voice.
"Team." The same ominous voice that asked

Cameron about her dreams i f Tthree oStgamniis MBIl Kok ghd u |

throughsyéteemom ability to genetically mu
At |l east, it has thus far

"Yes, Master?" AlIl three women answered
possess that same ability

"You are headed to Tt}enal-“finrbaonlaq/,e %/e"t'“cf’oo Ifauql%lr

a small moon in the early,  stiages of colonization.

Cameron's view screen f'ﬁﬁé\ﬁdmér?ylﬂéreséfvﬁﬁgl Aar e
rotating image of a laro§ \SlabfeloFbf touched the

"A new organism was /il W Sf HEMe CadsSidPr Tdwird ©

creation, but the situatdi®dfiHdNIpddFmdnany floors
rather...catastrophic in tefmns IQJ@A&Iant&do.%%/V%Il_n%tRN'Ber"b‘

How so?" Cameron cock®@hsn MykBiehangpe ENgin

could easily guess the of<LWEA ! Yput she wanted to

the official one. Hu Go sciqﬁﬁﬁésﬁisnﬂvgéleea\}vgv§yﬁ@d)éu
their |imits and us“alIyKntiOghftattﬁﬁlwtkonﬁ/?es.%p%‘éhi‘é’%i
woulidmcompl ain at all aspirbjg/e§,hgw BHFyanth‘nftE

came to be. assigned t®o it for secrec

"Last communication with Stoh,e' Il\/ﬁtﬁ/'a"koAl'ht kbonqymed
spoke up. "before it we npt; nin%th eseccolhrlidtybelq%kfedcqvé'
hour ago, reports the orwgearl(insor&.arﬁ'emt%retlyfntdwot hhedr{drce(
and extremely hostile. Faehcdi Iiift%h%%resqmq%lgsw%a%atgz

massive casualties, and even more were becoming

) "The Colonists wil!/l be
infected. "

fiWe d&arn et tdrlahterhea pyaesn.genu



i n her voice. A concern Nohatonnhayd ec alneri ta nmeuztian gg aott

of CoMebdaitc . a targed DRNAatiutr ecan mi mi
morph into any combinatic

Cameron stared at the rotating i mage of The

. make a mew form.

Pinnacle on her screen, her mind processing the
situation. "But, this is biffgeciadvymn@mdbai Cpl bar s
|l eaned back in her seat.in"wafr di,t hoerr intisndmuatta twioao rks
somehow make it off thatbamcdkomnmt. .h"er and she qui ck

, ) and composed herself..
"Precisely." Knight intoned. Al l known | i fe
the galaxy wil!/ be at risk.fAt anymrsaurdel yilomow it

_ ) see@Knt ght offered.
A stark silence reinforced the weight of the

situation which Camer on c¢ on'cUenddeed swaoso dg 0'o dC aenmea vognh

reason for some&System.t oElncgh nheer ANadve ep Vvi brati on

) she adjusted herself in h

She frowned in thought, then switched The

, ) passed?"” .
Pinnacle's image off her screen. "So, what is vyo
Master?" “"Bodily fluids. Bl ood,

) ) or breach of skin _
"I nfiltrate The Pinnacl e, " He started "Retri

much research data on the drAganiVsin®' 'as weo ssshiokull ed, |

evacuate any survivors, ibwgtuimoesdt. | mportantl vy, ki

organism, all of its mutations, and nyone who
Yes. DocthnAghbnsSad

infected. Do not | et them escape the |l ab. That i

picture of a rather young

paramount . R o R _
CamesonciHE&se nt.he @®r g @amidsmr

iSo, uh, what doe&s this thenbetbokhbt kew& have

Mi yakold4d asked, brow f urmuawed oinn osrp eactu |l aetaisan .a wa

Knight <cl edflk@t hasdt hnoatayner on studied the pi
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cowor ker s, al beit f or la ssthaorrtte dwhtid er.e pHey hwahde mr eN e
transferred to Co@mcoodhpidbrrdo,m htohled icrognpaa nkyni f e t o m
rate office in Nashviltlherrough the window, and |
a gun from his jacket, and
Il had bEemaiNbraf honor when they mar -
ried three months ago.Jaclhswmysawhiougthooiandtmral
t hat Nora asked me, ast awek lheado m oTto nb.e eThh e yr i gernadpsp If
very |l ong. We had nl ys tnmreu g gal e de wa greoinnt shts Nooerfao raen d
aerobic class, and | was surprised that she did
have a best friend or r\GéVQtfn@é)'“@'@aﬁﬂﬁma'ﬂﬂ@dp05|t
and rom had moved heregfrpm KenyyGkyYPRPHY LBYL:
scredWwedmade gQopcorn
Jackson pulled out my hai Eve yo.ne starte t e
ing, and soon we were hhae\/ dLoor ugL?reat 0['qerr{]e."J‘r'd‘[j)rf[ihr
fl owed around the tabl'en, O:"J'I.erkr|Jca"'P|oiS’nug' LiShre S nfvYelr
tion AiCI A, drop pdhe weapdnsw d¢
| f el t& Jeayx&ks omn me thrgﬂbﬂoﬁ?dthesﬁﬂgaﬁhel'ied g
made me a | ittle uncomfpsitaadPd ena dNo-rroamcpalungnhetd rh[yO
g?/e ﬁnd gave me a k”OWp'r”ogcess”kof Cradunsd angngmetht gu
us
He was al ways Watchingggrr{:eﬁ| gtSthand\?vgsotdrnhagdgelna onm
move to ask me outforaslo gIy
interacted through mutmagall |{|r|||erﬁdesr,fob*adj|4 ngfefr. or
drinks
| screamed and felt the bl
Dinner started to windpecokwn, Evedr ytdnee CshtecCokds sWwmejr|e
passed around. step.
Nor a fisamhaye that new mQorin® YOt Wed €d atssK | p@l | me
about in our wargo Whvyewgdoolywiluldus she was going
house and watch i t? Yosuhiheavee. t haayt enyeews fsl eaalr cshcer e €
N _ to use as a weapon. | was
ASuple,agi e dg o out a fight. | had to do
FAm | inviaeksdmo@sked.Ner mercy. | collapsed, 1le
under me, | eaving her to t
iOf courseplied She stumbled and fell on t
to get out from under her
We paid up and pil ed igiartooa noeudr arneds psetcot p pveed vfelhghctlle
We arrived. Scruffy dafmcSEWATattteannd aonfcfei,c eerx ch a de db we
the sights and smel |l s dodorneawcdo ncelrusb.bed her with
Nora and | went i nto tEwveerkyitthcihnegn weon tf ibxl atchke fpoorp ¢
and soft drinks whil e It hree ngeunybse rs,ett huep ptahrea nhe dviicn c
room for the movie salts under my nose.
We returned to the | i vidacgk sroononp uslhehda dhias twaayy tfhurl
snacks and drinks. | sSteetr e d aorno unhde neceo.f fHeee kinaebd lee
askedDaneyou hawve the_ chip?
Jackson got wup and moved to the picture window.
He opened the curtainsl wirdieged atnod fscaciuds, on t he qu
) ) R _ had sai d sometiWh atg adowadu a
irhis is aogreat windoWnow aboudHet faes keldi myai n.
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il dorhave oAngynslweped. | opened the door and i n\

A CIA officer parted t AHeow raowed ,y ohuo lhdoil ndg nSc ruupf?f
iGi ve meolmydelmagnded. The man | nor ed
me and waved a device dvémrnldg egi HENI VEY be@§Hf St

beep. suppose.
iHer e i soMeusidotilpong hi¥ee yagyread any more visidi
had tmis dog? happeningd have you?

i got her two months alye. At mBashBeEeRePretvey @

my office. He nted tB8rtaweohBPpUugB.the pound t
put down. d resc ued he 5ackson nodded and took
Jackson took the dog fgom he ffIC r and nde
to fiB@n you describe th%‘O \hh%]ag v y L?ptoﬁaé
dog? aybe y ou uId

sorry about all thls mess
| nodded. eventually try to hurt vy

you, and | guess | have
il believe he injectedatrimanahiympui nto the dog be
esca@i ng. _

Al woul dol i ke that.
AiYou mean all of this ohappened because of Scruf

He klssed me gently and \
Adg 1 try to explain | ater. N o and wer co
rate spies who wanted {osmb|ﬁdtﬂ§ thEtﬁbeﬂlohtf
rea. | t écved md tns., uh

nGet her down to the ovet

A day |l ater, Scruffy wa: er i ng
from my ordeal | had by ck ar
a small bandage on my n. d t he
for Jackson, and the ot

|l had | ater I6e arpmreedv itchua

was a chemist who had b US 1
itary. Hiswork had been compromised and he had

felt threatened enough e chi
had just happened onto saf el
| oad his burden. He sti nd ar
|l ife could be in danger trave
and could not keep the he be
of hiding the chip in ha

Il was mulling all/l this over while |Iying on my s
My |living room had been Ir exsm ox erde &lo nfhdd nlenvtesr ,o f
the CIA Looking at it fnroiwadhodgts wak ehamndithae ob enl
what had gone down here oMy & rO UitH e SAIt ug drays ¢
night Sarah Dall aire. He pass
| heard a knock at t he dRairnb caw dBrSicda e ftyh ibse g alna
bar k. Il went to open theg doerry, gdodd i@y . Jackson
ing on my front porch.
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